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About the Author

Cynthia Chou is Associate Professor and Head of the Southeast Asian Studies programme at the University
of Copenhagen. Her research interests focus on centre-periphery relations, indigenous communities and the
relationship between movement and identity constructions in the Malay world.
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Land reform has been an indisputable part of Indonesian revolution. The consequent execution of
development programmes for nation-building have provoked intense hostility over territorial rights. Global
market forces in Indonesia have seen increasing flows of transnational investments, technology and
resources that have resulted in great demand on sea and land spaces. In this momentum of change, several
aspects of rural culture including indigenous populations, like the Orang Suku Laut (people of the sea) of
Riau have been deemed by the state architects of development programmes to hinder progress.

For generations, the sea and coastal places have been the life and living spaces of the Orang Suku Laut and
they claim ownership to these territories based upon customary laws. The developmental pressure thus
generated has led to intense struggles over territorial rights. It has also raised issues concerning the social
assimilation of indigenous peoples as citizens, religious conversion and cultural identity. Cynthia Chou
discusses how Indonesian nation-building development programmes have generated intense struggles over
issues pertaining to territorial rights, social assimilation of indigenous peoples as citizens, religious
conversion and cultural identity

This book is a stimulating read for those interested in Social and Cultural Anthropology, Development
Studies and Southeast Asian Studies.

Sales Rank: #5468581 in Books●

Published on: 2012-03-31●

Released on: 2012-03-29●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.21" h x .44" w x 6.14" l, .65 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

192 pages●

About the Author

Cynthia Chou is Associate Professor and Head of the Southeast Asian Studies programme at the University
of Copenhagen. Her research interests focus on centre-periphery relations, indigenous communities and the
relationship between movement and identity constructions in the Malay world.

Most helpful customer reviews



0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
A recommended read especially for those living in S E Asia
By Leslie Chew
A scholarly written piece. Author shows empathy for this 'tribe' whose culture is being lost or more
accurately overwhelmed by modernity which 'swallows' all in its path. Humanity loses out in the end. A
recommended read especially for those living in S E Asia.
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